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Have Dodged the
Law as to Iron

Shutters.
After a survey of the Home Life

building; at a distance I do not
think it is so impaired as to requirerebuilding;. The steel girders
were so incased in terra cotta and
sunk into the cement floor that
they were not subjected to the intensityof the flames..NAPOLEON LE
BRUNN, architect of the Home Life Building;,In an Interview.
The law does not provide for the

safety of persons who occupy the
upper floors of the tall buildings.
I cannot fail to realize the peril ot

persons on the upper floors should
a Are get a grasp well up in a

skyscraper during business hours..
FIRE CHIEF BONNER, in an interview.

There were two opinions yesterday as to
the lessons to be deduced from Sunday
night's big Are. which started in Rogers,
Peet & Co.'s clothing warehouse, at Warrenstreet and Broadway, and for a time
threatened to destrov the two so-called
fireproof sky-scrapers ft the south of It.
The first and fayr ablr view of the situationwas voiced by ..pertntendent of BuildingsBrady; the pessimistic side of the

question was expounded by architects and
Insurance men.

Sunerintendent Brady declared that In
his opinion the building of the Home Life
Insurance Company was really fireproof,
and that but for the magnificent fashion
in which It had resisted the progress of
the unprecedented blaze, which originated
iu the clothing store next door, the streets
in the vicinity would have been under the
guard of the militia, while the Astor House
would probably have had to be blown up
with dynamite.
On the other band, Hugh Ilamb, a

prominent architect, who designed, among
other sky-scrapers, the handsome new

building of the German-American Life InsuranceCompany, at No. 35 Nassau street,
declared positively that owing to the small
economies practised by owners, none of the
so-called fireproof sky-scrapers is really fireproof.
Shatters Would Have Saved It.

Among the reasons instanced by him for
this condition of things is the fact that
owners constantly dodge that section of the
building laws of the city which requires
them to provide windows overlooking the
roofs of other and smaller dwellings with
Iron shutters. Mr. Lamb said that had the
windows of the Home Life Insurance Buildingbeen thus protected nearly a quarter of
a million of dollars of property would have
been saved from destruction.
Superintendent Brady ,of the Department

of Buildings, when questioned yesterday on
this point, admitted that there was such a

regulation, except in cases where the ownersof the buildings secured an exemption
from its provisions.
"When wo think," said he, "that the

building itself is sufficiently fireproof, we
relieve owners of the responsibility of
putting up these shutters.
"The necessity of putting up shutters in
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crossed at the time of its completion. The
building was thought to be fireproof, and
so It was.as fireproof as it is possible to
make a building unless the floors are
cement and the door and window frames
Iron.
"The owners explained to the Board of

Examiners at the time that tenants objectedto iron shutters, because they interferedwith their supply of light, and that
if the shutters were "put in the tenants
would go out. We therefore decided that
the shutters were not necessary in cases!
where buildings were to all intents and!
purposes absolutely fireproof.

' Absolutely Fireproof."
"Now, I regard last night's fire as a

demonstration of the absolutely fireproof
character of such buildings as the Home
Life. It successfully resisted the spread
of a blaze which, had It not been opposed
by such a barrier, would have probably
spread beyond all bounds and effectually
resisted the efforts of the Fire Department
to control It. In other words, bad St not
been for the interposition of the Home Life
building the streets in the vicinity of the
great fire would now be In charge of the
militia and It would ltave been necessary,
In all probability, to biow up many buildingssuch as, for instance, the Astor House,
to prevent the further spread of the fire."

"None Really Fireproof."
The opposite side of this interesting questionwas presented by Hugh Lamb, of the

firm of architects. Lamb & Rich, of No. 33
Nassau street.
"The actual fact Is," said he, "that none

or very few of our so-called sky scrapers
are really fireproof. They would burn as
fiecely under the stress of a hot fire as did
the Home Life Insurance building. As
long as our tall buildings are fitted out
with wood finishings and wooden floors so
long will they be au easy mark for fire. Of
course, the danger would be minimized It
the floors were of cement and the other interiorfinishings of iron; but this would be
more expensive. No so-called fireproof
building like the Home Life, provided with
light shafts in whteh are many windows,
can resist a fire like that of last night.
"Now, the law requires that all such windowsbe provided with iron shutters, but

the law is uniformly evaded. Both owners
and tenants object to them, the former becausethey are an added expense, and the
latter because they shut off their light.
"Iron ahutters, either on the outside or
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sliding Iron screens on the inside, should
be provided for all such buildings. Better
still, asbestos curtains should be attached
to the exposed sides of all such buildings.
These curtains might be so affixed to the
cornices that they would fall automatically
at a certain high temperature.
Napoleon Le Brun, the architect whr>

constructed the Home Life building, said
yesterday:
"After a survey of the building at a

distance. I do not think it so Impaired as
to require rebuilding, although much of the
marble front must be replaced. The steel
girders were so incased in terra cotta, and
sunk into the cement floor, that they were
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not subjected to the intensity of the flames
outside their covering. The upper part of
the building appears to stand plumb. The
iron work in stairways and shafts, no
doubt makes the interior of the buildinglook like a wreck, but I am pretty sure
the frame is sound.
"It is somewhat remarkable that an ex

posed steel beam across the open court
should to-day appear to have sagged only a
little. The effect of last nignt's wind
against the open shaft, wasias that of
a blowpipe driving flame to afta object to
be melted. That it did not melt was marvellous.This encourages us to believe
that the protected r-irders inside will be
found in good condition."

Burned Till Dawn.
The Are which raged with fury in the

Rogers-Peet, Home Life and Postal Tele-
graph buildings all Sunday night continued
to burn until yesterday's dawn. Then the
Rogers-Peet building was seen to be a heap
of smoking ruins with only the wall facing
Broadway, and a portion of that fronting
on Warren street, standing. These walls
were In an exceedingly shaky condition, and
Chief Bonner looked for their fall at any
moment. He accordingly made arrangementsto pull them down.
Men were at work all night in the top

floor of the Home Life building shoring
up the rickety front wall, which had been
dropping stones weigniug irorn a nunareaweigntto half a ton into the istreet. One
of the stones narrowly missed a group of
workmen In the street. The plans of the
building were consulted "to find the points
capable of sustaining the most strain, and
timbers were set in place to distribute the
weight of the wall and of the safes upon
these stringpieces.
The men worked by the flaring light of

great tank torches, such as are used in
street railway construction work at night,
and the flames showing at the windows
seemed to Indicate to persons passing a
fresh outburst of the Are. If it had been
a new blaze the firemen could only have
let it burn.
In this connection Battalion Chief EdwardCroker said: "There ought to be a few

compelling the owners and Duilders of soirailed fire-proof buildings to insert two and
one-half inch stand pipes on every floor, for
use in just such emergencies as tb». If
this had been the case in the Home Life
building, we shoiild have been able to reach
the top floors, provided we had the water
pressure.
"In this building, however, we had to

rely upon the tank pressure, which grew
weaker the higher up we went. We could
have handled this fire with ease if, for exJILIVN

RIX'S PAINTXJreS.
Owing to the great interest shown in these paintings,now at Schaus' Art Gallery, the exhibition

will continue until Thursday evening.
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This is the private office of Henry M.
Bristol, manager of the metropolitan departmentof the Home Life Insurance
Company. It is on the third floor, and
was untouched by the flames or water.

I*STARTLING FACTS
ABOUT SKY-SCRAPERS I

+ Number of buildings in New York X
T City that are higher than the XX rapid-working limit of the Fire De- -f
T partment: T
X 29 stories 1|17 stories 5 X
T 26 stories 1116 stories 4 T
T 23 stori'es 2 14 stories 3 T
T 22 stories 3| 13 stories 8 a

T 21 stories ..... 3] 12 stories 7 a

T 20 stories 5| 11 stories 13 i
T 19 stories 4| 10 stories 19 J.
T 18 stories 4|iX Total 82 1
+ Number of persons who are dally X
X living and working above the line T
X of safety (the ninth floor) in these X
-f- buildings.44,000. >

ample, it had originated in the lower stories
of the Home Life building. It only goes to

ll.r.t-,. Ulw hull,liners nrn

really fire-proof.
Dangrer In the Street.

Broadway between Warren and Murray
streets was roped out of traffic yesterday
on account of the fear lest the walls of
either the Rogers. Feet building or the
Home Life might fall outward. Such a

contingency seemed imminent any moment
In the case of the unsupported walls of the
Rogers, Feet building. Experts who examinedthe scorched and blistered upper
stories of the Home Life Building declared
that the outer walls were at least six
Inches out of plumb and would have to be
removed from the seventh story up. Only
after the removal of the outer walls will it
be possible to discover whether the steel
frame work of the building is uninjured.
It may be the entire building will have to
be built over again.
The Broadway south bound cable cars

were switched to the north bound tracks
at Warren street yesterday, those wishing
to continue their journey being obliged to
skirt the crowd by a long detour and take
horse cars on the south side of Murray
street. These cars were pressed into the
service by the railroad company very early.
No persons, no matter what their Business
nor where their offices, were permitted to
pass the fire lines, and many ludicrous incidentsresulted from this stringency, as
in the case of a man who left his office
at No. 4 Warren street to go to lunch,
minus his overcoat, and spent the rest of
the^ day shiveringly appealing to the police
to permit him to go and get it.

Mr. Crolcer Passes the Lines.
Notwithstanding the rule, however, RichardCroker and Andrew Freedman, who

came along about 1:30 o'clock, were allowedto pass the lines. Deputy Chief
Croker flew to the rescue of his kinsman
wheu the latter was challenged toy ForemanRussell, of the Building Department.
The Home Life Building was built by the

Arm of Le Brun & Sons, of No. 1 Madison
avenue. Mr. Napoleon Le Brun, after a
superficial survey of the building, said he
did not believe the steel structure of the
burned out floors had been so impaired as
to need rebuilding.
Insurance men regard the fire in tjieHome Life Building as an eye-opener.

Hitherto they have been tumbling over
one another to take such risks, regarding
them as "copper-lined cinches." So universalwas this opinion that the rate on
sky-scrapers was as low as 15 cents for
three years.
Prpslrlpnf- Moltrillo T-T Sfnno e\f fKo

Greenwich Fire Insurance Company, said
yesterday that while no concerted action
might be taken by Insurance men in view
of the recent fire, there could be no doubt
that most of them would be more careful
In future about taking risks on sky-scraping,alleged fire-proof buildings.
The Insurance on the Home Life Building,while quite well distributed, was;

mainly carried by the Sun and Continental
companies. Myers & Edie, the Insurance,
brokers, of No. 45 William street, said
yesterday that the entire insurance on the
ITnino T.ife Rlilldlmr did net nmnunt tn
more than $300,000.
More than 400 tenants had their business

offices in the upper stories of tie Home
Life Building. These lost much ,'xpensive
furniture and many valuable papers. Valuablelaw libraries, accumulated In years
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Why So-called "Fife Proof" Buil

of careful selection, went up In smoke.
Lewis L. Delafleld, secretary of the Rapid

Transit Commission, which had offices in
the Home Life Building, said yesterday
that most of the valuable papers of the
Commission were in his own office at No.
III Broadway.
Register Isaac Fromme had offices on

the twelfth floor of the Home Life Building.Mr. Fromme lost his law library,
worth about $5,000; no insurance. All his
private papers were destroyed.

CHIEF BONNER TELLS
WHERE DANGER LIES.

Hugh Bonner, Chief of the Fire Department,said yesterday:
"The rapid working limit of the Fire Departmentis about the ninth floor. Of

course, we can get far above that by haul-!
lng hose up on the outside of buildings and
splicing sections together.
"I have long held that there ought to be

a limit to the height of buildings. The runningup of lofty sky-scrapers is a menace
and a danger, and it Is particularly so on
account of the laxity of the present build-
ing laws. i
"The law does not provide for the

safety of persons who occopy the
upper floors of the tall building*.
'Fire proof' building*. as they arc
termed, are not required to have
fire escapes, unless In the judgment
of the building inspector, they are
deemed necessary, and as u result
there are no fire escapes on the majorityof the loftiest building* in
this city.
"I am not cn alarmist, and do not wish

to be considered as sueh, yet I cannot fail
to realize the peril of persons on the upper
floors should a fire like that of Sunday
night get a grasp well up in one of _the
sky-scrapers during business Hours. lne
tire would be fought with the utmost difficulty,and there might be loss of life as
well as loss of property.
"What Is imperatively needed Is a stringentlaw calling either for an outside Ore

escape or a second inside stairway well
away from the other stairway and from the
elevators.

"It Is not only some office buildings that
rise above the rapid working limit withoutneeded precautions, but even a few hotelsIn the city come under the same classlflcatlon.
"And there should be an absolute prohibitionof building projecting stonework

such as. cracked by the heat, fell in a constantshower on Sunday night, to the constantimperilling of the lives of the firemen."
GIGANTIC MOVE FOR
HIGHER WATER PRESSURE

a. proposition 10 pruviue buuitoui pressureof water to reach the tops of the highestbuildings in the city was presented to
the Board of Public Improvements about
three months ago, and is now on file in that
department. It was signed by the New
York Board of Fire Underwriters.
To it were attached petitions favoring

the plan, signed by John H. Washburn,
vice-president of the Home Insurance Company,and by the officers of all the fiye insurancecompanies and associations doing
business in New York. Eighty of the leadingreal estate owners and brokers, and the
owners of all the big buildings, signed
separately. Two hundred and fifty merchantsin the dry goods district, bankers
and others, also urged it over their signatures.
These lists were again supplemented by

a memorial to the Legislature signed by
the Merchants' Committee of Fifteen, and
supported by all the banks, trust companiesand 350 merchants of all kinds. The
petitioners said they represented property
worth .$3,000,000,000.
The plan of the fire underwriters was

to deliver an abundant supply bv grav'ty
at a pressure due to an elevation of not
less than three hundred- feet above tide
level. In order to secure this It Is purposedto tap the water sources of the Raniapoand Adirondack mountains.
"As the height of buildings has Increased,"the petitioners say, "and the residentialdistricts have extended to higher

ground, the Croton water delivery has
steadily gone down lower and lower. In
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side windows from fire.

One Way to Protect Wlndowfe.
The design is drawn from suggestions

made by Architect Hugh Lamb, of this
city. The curtains, he says, may be so
affixed to the cornices that they would
fall automatically at high temperature.

thousands of buildings the water docs ont
rise above the first floor. All large buildings,and thousands of residences, have
force pumps."
The leading insurance concerns say they

will now asK for action ou the appeal.

COMMISSION WILL NOW
FRAME BUiLDING CODES.
The McCall resolution, authorizing the

president of the Council and the president
of the Board of Aldermen to appoint a

Building Code Commission, tvas signed by
Mayor Van Wyek yesterday. Showing his
appreciation of the Journal's plea of

The greatest newspaper ever

published will be the Christmas
number of the Sunday Journal.
out next Sunday.
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LOSSES AT THE BIG f
BROADWAY FIRE.

Home Life Building:...9200,000
To tenants in building100,000 ,,

11 Rogers, IPeet & Co.'s <>

building: 200,000 <'

Rogers, Peet & Cob's "J\stock ....... . ....... 100,000 11
11 Other tenants 30,000 <

" Postal Telegrraish «1

Building: 2S,0OO
United States Life ,,

Building: 2S,000 <>

TOTAL LOS® ........?080,000 "

urgency in this important matter, His
Honor only held the ordinance a day and a
half.
The resolution calls for seven experts "In

the science and practice of building, who
shall have been engaged not less than five
gears in business on their own account !n
the city of New York, and who shall be
residents and voters in the city, a representativeof the Corporation Counsel exofficioand the Board of Buildings, consistingof the Commissioner for the boroughsof Manhattan and the Bronx and
the two Commissioners for Brooklyn,
Queens and Richmond."

SCANNELL SAYS WE NEED
NEW WAYS TO FIGHT FIRE
John J. Scannell, Fire Commissioner, said j

yesterday: "You may talk as you please r
about fireproof buildings. There is no such
thing.
"I believe Sunday night's fire will have

a good effect in opening people's eyes to
the necessity of fire precautions for skyscrapers.It is all nonsense to suppose
that because a building is made of steel
artd brick, and is anywhere from ten to
twenty stories high, that it will not burn.
"We may have to revolutionize our

methods of fire fighting to meet new conditions.I believe it is perfectly feasible
to lay water mains under the street, con-
neeung wuo me juast ana iMorcn rivers.
In case of Are in one of the tall buildings
our Are boats could then act as pumps
and force the salt water through these
mains with a force far more powerful than
can ordinarily be obtained by a Are engineworking at the Croton hydrant."
Read the "Wants."

Read the "Wants."
Read the "Wants."

GRADY LOOMS UR
AS SENATE LEADER

Richard Croker Says He Seems to Be
the Choice of the Tammany

Delegation.
Thomas F. Grady loomed up yesterday

as the choice of Tammany Hall for the
floor leadership of the new State Senate.
Dl/ihav^ nmlror 4-^lrl ffiprirltt tllflt.

he understood Mr. Grady was the preferenceof the Tammany Senators.
After the recent conference between SenatorMurphy and Mr. Croker, Senator PatrickH. McCarren's friends aald that these

leaders preferred the Brooklyn man.
But Grady's admirers have been at work

among the Tammany members, and. It is
said, have secured pledges from practically
every one of the twelve. The total number
of Democratic Senators Is twenty-three.
Should Gradv get only the Tammany rote
he would win by one majority.
McCarren is sure of seven votes below

the Harlem, and his friends are playing for
the four above. The entire Kings County
delegation Is behind him.
The dispute over the Senatorial leadershipdoes not Involve that of the Assemb'y.

The selection of George M. Palmer, of
Schoharie, as told exclusively In the Journal,stands.

Rheumatism
Is one of the troubles peculiar to this
season, owing to the overworked conditionof the liver and kidneys, which
are unable to expel the impurities from
the blood. Hood's Sarsaparilla Is wonderfullysuccessful in curing this dts-
ease. It neutralizes the acid in the
blood and permanently cures the aches
and pains which other tnedicine fails
to relieve.

"I have suffered untold agony froth
rheumatism, which has afflicted me for
many years. I took a gTeat many kinds
of medicine, but with very little benefit.But since using six bottles of
Hood's Sarsaparilla x find myself entirelycured of that dreadful disease."
Mrs. K. A. Alverson, Pleasant Valley,
N. Y.

_

Hood's Sarsaoarilla
Is America's Greatest Medicine.
Hood's Pills cure all Liver Ills. 25c.


